First stop, Cleveland

Filmmaker’s travelogue premieres at CIFF

hen Brook Silva-Braga announced
Whe was quitting his job to spend a

year traveling around the world, his
coworkers said it was a great idea; however,
his boss confided that some of them were
whispering, “There’s the idiot .. . the one
who’s giving it up.”

But like many of those who have caught
the travel bug, he was determined to make it
happen by conceiving what would become
“A Map for Saturday,” a documentary film

about the experience of long-term solo travel.

“The idea for the film was really an
excuse to take the trip without feeling like
I'd thrown away a career I'd been work-
ing towards since high school,” says
Silva-Braga. “I had no idea if the
film would ever be seen, but I felt
that if [ worked hard on it, good
things would happen”

After leaving his camera bag on a
bus seven months into the journey,
he wasn't so sure anymore.

“I took a bus from Dublin
to Belfast one afternoon. [
was always taking a bus,” he
says. “‘l walked from the
bus station to a hostel . ..
and put my bag

is showing today at 2:15pm

down at the reception desk. But my small
bag was missing—the bag with my camera in
it. So I went running back to the bus station.
After about ten minutes a guy came walking
from the garage with my camera bag in his
hand, and I was very, very relieved.”

Despite a few setbacks,“A Map for
Saturday” made its world premiere in
Cleveland last night, and had audiences
reminiscing about their own travel
experiences.

“The film inevitably reminds people
of the good times they’ve had on the road
themselves,” Silva-Braga says.“And [ hope it

inspires some of them to take the
leap and do a long trip.”
—Laura Watilo Blake

QUOTABLE

“A good way to
~ cut overhead is
¢ to live with your
= parents. And the
F = food is pretty
good too.”

A —Brook Silva-Braga,
* director of “A Map
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